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Kirkpatrick, Edwin A. Fundamentals of Sociology. Pp. x, 291. Price, $1.25. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin Company, 1916. 

The author is primarily a psychologist and has made contributions to the 
literature of psychology with special reference to education. He has become con- 
vinced that "Sociology may be of as much importance to education as psy- 
chology." 

The materials which the book contains are intelligently conceived and well 
presented. It classifies social activities according to the needs they serve, 
namely, economic, protective, recreative, cultural, social, moral and religious, and 
educational. The space devoted to activities which serve educational needs 
lacks only two pages of making one fourth of the book. Three chapters are de- 
voted to community studies. Each chapter is followed by skillful questions. 

The book is intended primarily as a brief text for classes. "No attempt has 
been made at completeness of treatment of any topic." The work does not go 
deep into explanation. It treats of overt social activities with little reference to 
the sentiments and ideas that underlie them. It seems deliberately to pass over 
this deeper aspect of the subject. There can be no explanation of the overt 
activities of society, and of the changes they undergo in social evolution, without 
study of the modes of variation in those prevalent sentiments and ideas of which 
the overt activities are an expression, and of those types of causation by which 
prevalent sentiments and ideas are moulded. It is such knowledge alone that 
gives a basis for social control, and it is such knowledge that constitutes the chief 
contribution of sociology to education. 

E. C. H. 

Nasmyth, George. Social Progress and the Darwinian Theory. Pp. xxiii, 417. 
Price, $1.50. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1916. 

To all thoughtful men and women who in this day of world conflict are care- 
fully examining their philosophy of life, this volume is to be heartily commended. 
Only those familiar with European literature can realize to what an extent the 
belief that the survival of the fittest among nations as well as among animals is 
shown by warfare underlies the present struggle. Even less generally known 
is the fact that some writers, notably the Russian Novicov, have for years opposed 
this belief and have sought to show that it is contradictory to the teachings of the 
great naturalists. The present writer has done a great public service by writing 
this volume which is largely based upon the work of Novicov. The introduction 
is contributed by Norman Angell. 

The book is divided into three main divisions: The Philosophy of Force; 
Mutual Aid as a Factor of Social Progress; Justice as a Prime Social Need. In 
the first the genesis of the present reliance on a philosophy of force is shown and 
the attempt is made to show that it does not correspond with the facts and is 
moreover a perversion of the teachings of such men as Darwin and Wallace. In 
the second. it is sought to show the actual ideas of the naturalists and to demon- 
strate that the world of nature should be that which man should conquer via the 
road of cooperation. In the third emphasis is laid upon moral law and justice 



